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ON CENTRAL COAST OF CALIFORNIA

SRN: Six Speaking Engagements in Cambria
California

July 23, 2008

Greetings!

These last few weekends we have been holding a series of biblical discernment lectures at a
Christian fellowship in Cambria, California.

Listed below are some of the topics we have covered (July 6th,13th and 20th) as well as a few more
that are scheduled for the next few weeks. 

For those of you who may be interested in attending any meetings these next few weeks, the details
are below.  Please note that we will be taking a break on August 3.

Six SRN Seminars in Cambria, California
Biblical Discernment, Cults and New Religions

 - Seminars are being help at Community Presbyterian Church of Cambria,
from 8:30am to 9:45am.  

- Click here for church contact and map/directions.

_______________________________________________
July 6
Biblical Discernment, Worldviews and False Concepts of God
In this session we defined what a Worldview is.  We then compared Biblical revelation with
other belief systems.  We explained how belief systems differ in their concept of Jesus,
God/god/deity, Salvation, etc. and how this plays itself out practically in different belief
systems.  We clearly defined what spiritual deception is and why the Christian must use
discernment in all areas of life and spirituality.  This session laid the foundation for our
future sessions.

_______________________________________________

July 13

Chris Lawson
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Characteristics of Cults and Cultic Influence
An overview of the characteristics of cults and the four primary ways that cults deviate
from Scripture.   We illustrated this with examples from cults and abusive groups here on
the Central Coast.   - Emphasis was upon proper Biblical interpretation and the five basic
doctrines of Christianity.

_______________________________________________

July 20
Cultic Influence vs. God The Holy Spirit
An overview of the characteristics of cultic influence (mind control techniques) and the
damaging behaviour patterns it produces in churches, families and individuals.   We
illustrated this with examples from cults and abusive groups here on the Central Coast
and beyond. - Emphasis was upon the Person and Work of the The Holy Spirit which we
derived from balanced biblical theology.

_______________________________________________

July 27
Theosophy: Mother of The New Age Cults

We will define 'Theosophy' and the 'New Age' and give a balanced
biblical refutation to these teachings.  We will look at some of the
latent dangers they pose to the Christian Church and how a
number of avenues of New Age occult spirituality can
shipwreck a christians faith; i.e. Yoga, Reiki,  centering prayer,
mantras, visualization, energy work, altered states of
consciousness, and the occult "anointing".    Emphasis will be
contrasting the Person and Work of Jesus Christ and The Holy
Spirit as opposed to dangerous methods and techniques of the
occult.

_______________________________________________

August 10
Spiritual Abuse, Its Effects, and Helping Those in Need

Not all 'churches' are a safe
place to be!  This discussion
in an overview of the
numerous ways people are
spiritually abused.  We will
define spiritual abuse from a
theological as well as a sociological perspective and we will explain
the symptoms of abuse, long term effects, and how we as can
lovingly and effectively help the hurting.    Emphasis will be upon
Jesus Christ who is our great Shepherd and High Priest and the
hope and healing that He offers.

_______________________________________________

August 17
 - Topic to be announced -

Sincerely,

Chris Lawson
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